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As former West Virginia office holders, we write to express our concern at the lack of bipartisan support 
for protecting the freedom to vote and ensuring that every American can have their voices heard in our 
democracy with the same level of access as West Virginians.

Like both of you, we had reservations about the For the People Act as both too broad and not focused 
enough on some of the most troubling election problems emerging in our country. But we are heartened 
to see that Sen. Manchin is engaging on the issue and has developed a compromise which modernizes 
election processes to make sure that every voter who wants a say has one, addresses new problems like the 
dark money that drives so much animosity in campaigns, and sets reasonable national voter identification 
standards to ensure election integrity without limiting access. What’s best is that the reform is in part 
modeled on West Virginia.

West Virginia has long been an example of common sense rules to ensure election access and integrity. Most 
famously, Sen. Jennings Randolph spearheaded the 26th Amendment to the United States Constitution to 
lower the voting age to 18 under the straightforward principle that someone old enough to fight and die 
for this country is old enough to vote. West Virginians believe that elections should be fair, secure, and 
accessible to all.

The country, as a whole, believes that too. For decades bipartisan majorities in the Senate have reauthorized 
the Voting Rights Act to help ensure that Americans are not discriminated against in our elections, most 
recently in 2006. Congress voted overwhelmingly for the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) to create national 
standards for voting systems to avoid the confusion caused by the 2000 elections. 

Both of our current senators are connected to this history: Congressman Arch Moore was a strong pro-
ponent of the Voting Rights Act and the 24th Amendment which prohibited poll taxes, and Sen. Manchin, 
you implemented HAVA yourself in the state while making cleaning up the voter rolls for election integrity 
your first priority.

We applaud Sen. Manchin for this proposal and urge Sen. Capito to follow Sen. Manchin’s lead and do 
everything in your power to ensure that every American has the same freedom to vote as we do here in  
the Mountain State.

Signed,
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