
STATES  

HOW TO RESEARCH THE LEGISLATIVE 
PROCESS IN YOUR STATE: 

• Find your state legislature’s website - Congress makes this resource available with links to the 
state legislature’s websites in all 50 states + territories.  

• On your legislature’s website, look for a Legislative Reference Library, Legislative research 
resource, or other place where general information for the public is stored (eg. FAQ’s, Citizen’s 
Guide) 

 » Search terms you could use: legislative process, how a bill becomes law in your state 
 » Note: The two houses might have different processes, so you might have to go to the 

website for each  house for information on the bill process depending on where your bill is 
originating 

• Find deadlines in the session calendar, as well as House and Senate Rules on their respective sites.

• Maine [detailed bill path;  
simplified bill path]  
[no flowchart, here’s  
a cute video though]

• Wisconsin - see pg 13 
• Colorado
• Virginia
• Connecticut 
• Washington  

[detailed bill path]
• Oregon [detailed bill path]
• Oklahoma [citizen’s guide]
• Washington D.C.
• Pennsylvania - see pg 5
• New Jersey
• Florida [bills originating in 

the Senate] [bills originating 
in the House]

• Massachusetts  
[detailed bill path]

• Nevada [detailed bill path]
• Missouri [detailed bill path]
• Arizona
• Utah [detailed bill path]
• New York [detailed bill path]

• Georgia [detailed bill path]
• North Carolina [detailed bill 

path] - see pg 5-6
• Illinois [detailed bill path]
• Kentucky [detailed bill path]
• Puerto Rico 
• California - see pg 11
• Minnesota  

[detailed bill path]
• Alabama
• Alaska [download one pager]
• Arkansas [detailed bill path]
• Delaware
• Hawaii [detailed bill path]
• Idaho [detailed bill path]
• Indiana [detailed bill path]
• Iowa
• Kansas [detailed legislative 

procedure] 
• Louisiana
• Maryland [one pager from 

Maryland Association of 
Community Colleges]

• Michigan

• Mississippi
• Montana [detailed 

legislative procedure] 
• Nebraska
• New Hampshire [detailed 

bill path]
• New Mexico [from Forward 

Together] 
• North Dakota [detailed full 

legislative procedure]
• Ohio
• Rhode Island [detailed bill 

path]
• South Carolina [from 

LWVHHI] [detailed 
legislative procedure]

• South Dakota
• Tennessee [detailed on 

lawmaking in TN]
• Texas [pg. 15-16 for 

flowchart]
• Vermont [detailed bill path]
• West Virginia
• Wyoming [from Wyoming 

Women’s Foundation]

https://www.congress.gov/state-legislature-websites
https://legislature.maine.gov/general/path-of-legislation-in-maine-detailed/9285
https://legislature.maine.gov/general/path-of-legislation-in-maine-simplified/9286#:~:text=A%20bill%20becomes%20law%2090,otherwise%20specified%20in%20its%20text.
https://www.maine.gov/sos/kids/government/path/path
https://www.wcasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Policy_How-a-Bill-Becomes-Law.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/bill_becomes_law_chart.pdf
https://publications.virginiageneralassembly.gov/download_publication/111
https://www.cga.ct.gov/html/bill.pdf
https://housedemocrats.wa.gov/tmp/2014/02/how-a-bill.gif
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/Overview.aspx
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Documents/idea2LawEnglish.pdf
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Pages/How-an-Idea-Becomes-Law.aspx
https://www.okhouse.gov/publications
https://www.ocpathink.org/post/a-citizens-guide-to-the-oklahoma-legislature
https://dccouncil.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Legislative_Process_Flowchart.pdf
http://www.pacapitol.com/Resources/PDF/Making-Law-In-PA.pdf
https://njstatehousetours.org/tour/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/2017Insidepage_LegProcside2.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/ADMINISTRATIVEPUBLICATIONS/idea-to-law.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/ADMINISTRATIVEPUBLICATIONS/idea-to-law.pdf
https://fmo.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/HowAnIdeaBecomesaLaw.pdf
https://fmo.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/HowAnIdeaBecomesaLaw.pdf
https://www.massaudubon.org/content/download/6892/127302/file/MALegisProcess.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/the-legislative-process-0/download
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/LegInfo/Orientation/2010-11/Handouts/Jan19-24/1-19/08NVLegislativeProcess.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Content/items/nevadas-legislative-process
https://www.senate.mo.gov/bill-law.htm
https://static.azdeq.gov/legal/bill_to_law.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/documents/aboutthelegislature/billtolaw.htm
https://nyassembly.gov/write/upload/req/legislative_process.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/how-bill-becomes-law-1
http://www.accg.org/library/how_a_bill_becomes_law.pdf
https://georgia.gov/life-law
https://www.ncleg.gov/Files/EducationalResources/HowAnIdeaBecomesALaw.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Files/EducationalResources/MiddleSchoolNCGovernment.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Files/EducationalResources/MiddleSchoolNCGovernment.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/commission/lis/98bill_law.pdf
https://guides.library.illinois.edu/c.php?g=347254&p=2342631
https://legislature.ky.gov/LRC/Publications/Documents/Road_to_Passage_2019.pdf
https://legislature.ky.gov/LRC/Pages/Legislative-Process.aspx
https://welcome.topuertorico.org/government.shtml
https://www.senate.ca.gov/sites/senate.ca.gov/files/legislative_process.pdf
https://www.leg.mn.gov/leg/howbill
https://www.senate.mn/storage/scrfa/LegislativeProcess-20.pdf
https://alison.legislature.state.al.us/legislative-process
https://w3.akleg.gov/docs/pdf/legprocess.pdf
https://www.muni.org/Departments/Mayor/Documents/Alaska%20Legislative%20Process%20101.ppt
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/uploads/education/btlhandoutpdf_.pdf
https://www.arkansashouse.org/learn/faqs/6/how-does-a-bill-become-a-law
https://legis.delaware.gov/LawsOfDE/LegislativeProcess
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/12/A-Bills-Journey-flow.pdf
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/overview-of-the-legislative-process/what-does-it-take-for-a-bill-to-become-a-law-in-hawaii/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/resources/howabillbecomesalaw/
https://idcounties.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/How-A-Bill-Becomes-Law_-The-Idaho-Legislative-Process.pdf
https://iga.in.gov/information/bill-becomes-law
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/BillintoLaw.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LP/696315.pdf
https://www.kslegislature.org/li/s/pdf/how_bill_law.pdf
https://www.kslegislature.org/li/s/pdf/kansas_legislative_procedure.pdf
https://www.kslegislature.org/li/s/pdf/kansas_legislative_procedure.pdf
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Citizens/pdf/HowAbill.pdf
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/07leg/html/proc.html
https://mdacc.org/wp-content/uploads/Legislative-Process.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/Publications/HowBillBecomesLaw.pdf
http://Mississippi
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Bills/How_A_Bill_Becomes_A_Law_Handout.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/about-the-legislature/2017guidetomontanalegislature.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/about-the-legislature/2017guidetomontanalegislature.pdf
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/about/lawmaking.php
https://www.nh.gov/almanac/bills.htm
https://www4.des.state.nh.us/blogs/rivers/wp-content/uploads/How-a-Bill-Becomes-a-Law.pdf
https://www4.des.state.nh.us/blogs/rivers/wp-content/uploads/How-a-Bill-Becomes-a-Law.pdf
https://forwardtogether.org/tools/nm-how-a-bill-becomes-a-law/
https://forwardtogether.org/
https://forwardtogether.org/
https://www.ndlegis.gov/sites/default/files/resource/miscellaneous/bill-law.pdf
https://www.ndlegis.gov/library-and-research/legislative-branch-function-and-process#:~:text=Enactment%20of%20Legislation,vote%20in%20the%20appropriate%20chamber.
https://www.ndlegis.gov/library-and-research/legislative-branch-function-and-process#:~:text=Enactment%20of%20Legislation,vote%20in%20the%20appropriate%20chamber.
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/publications/the-legislative-process
https://vote.sos.ri.gov/forms/elections/Pdfs/How-a-bill-becomes-a-law-in-RI.pdf
https://www.rilegislature.gov/pages/generalbilllaw.aspx
https://www.rilegislature.gov/pages/generalbilllaw.aspx
https://my.lwv.org/sites/default/files/leagues/wysiwyg/%5Bcurrent-user%3Aog-user-node%3A1%3Atitle%5D/sc_legislative_process_summary_march_2018_1.pdf
http://www.LWVHHI.org
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/publicationspage/Booklet_2016_15thedition.pdf
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/publicationspage/Booklet_2016_15thedition.pdf
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/72127.pdf
https://www.capitol.tn.gov/about/billtolaw.html
https://www.capitol.tn.gov/Archives/House/104GA/Publications/LegManual/Lawmaking%20in%20TN.pdf
https://www.capitol.tn.gov/Archives/House/104GA/Publications/LegManual/Lawmaking%20in%20TN.pdf
https://tlc.texas.gov/docs/legref/legislativeprocess.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/the-state-house/civic-education/how-a-bill-becomes-law/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/All-House-Documents/Vermont-Legislative-Process.pdf
https://www.wvlegislature.gov/Educational/Bill_Becomes_Law/Bill_Becomes_Law.cfm#:~:text=The%20first%20reading%20of%20the,takes%20place%20on%20third%20reading.
https://wywf.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/How-Bill-Becomes-A-Law_website.pdf
http://Wyoming Women’s Foundation
http://Wyoming Women’s Foundation

